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S-STEP 2.0 Finding Our Way: Teaching in Alternate Modes of Delivery 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic has forced us to critically re-evaluate teaching strategies. This self-
study of teacher education practices (S-STEP) builds on previous research to compare effective 
traditional lessons with alternate modes of delivery. In this interactive session, we share several 
lessons. Participants will be actively engaged.  
In S-STEP 2.0, we compare and contrast lessons such as ice-breakers, jigsaws, discussions 
and group activities, utilizing Moodle, Big Blue Button, Padlet, Slido, Google Docs, and other 
online tools. We critically analyze the teaching of graduate students through S-STEP with the 
help of a critical friend. In addition, we explore Comparative Ethnographic Narrative (CEN) as 
another way of knowing within the S-STEP space (Howe, 2010). “A critical friend acts as a 
sounding board, asks challenging questions, supports reframing of events, and joins in the 
professional learning experience” (Schuck & Russell, 2005, p. 107). CEN is well-aligned with 
LaBoskey’s (2004) criteria of self-study: “it is self-initiated and focused; it is improvement-
aimed; it is interactive; it includes multiple, mainly qualitative methods; and it defines validity 
as a validation process based on trustworthiness” (p. 817).   
Data includes detailed weekly reflections and feedback from students. Students provide 
written feedback at the end of each class and at the end of term through a survey and course 
evaluation. E-journal reflections are shared with a critical friend via email and in person over 
MS Teams. Then, together we make meaning from them. The research text evolves from 
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